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Setting the Stage 

ÅApril 28, 2011 ς MSSU & the American Red 
Cross sign an MOU for MSSU to serve as a 
disaster shelter 

ÅMay 21, 2011 ς a{{¦Ωǎ Commencement in 
L&P Athletic Center 

ÅMay 22, 2011 ς Joplin High {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
Graduation in L&P Athletic Center concludes 
at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 



Disaster Strikes 

ÅMay 22, 2011 ς 5:41 p.m. 

 

ÅAn EF-5 tornado ½ to ¾ -miles wide travels 
approximately 13 miles through the city 

 

ÅTornado winds estimated at 200 mph + ; NWS 
indicates this tornado may have moved as 
slow as 10 mph in several places 

 



Disaster Strikes 

Å161 lives were lost 

 

ÅLocal Situation 

ïOutages: 

Å  TV 

ÅRadio ς Only 1 station able to broadcast 

ÅCell Phone Service ς no calling, limited text service 

ÅPhone lines 

ÅWater Pressure 



The tornado from above 



Aerial View Before the Tornado 



Aerial View After the Tornado 



Where do you go, What do you do? 



ÅStructure Damage: 

 

Å 800 businesses were damaged or destroyed 

 

Å Estimated 7,500 residential dwellings in the City were damaged by 

storm 

 

Å More than 17,000 people affected by tornado 

 

Å An estimated 9,200 people without homes        

 

Tornado Statistics Continued 



From Routine to Response: 

MSSU Commencement 


